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INTRODUCTION 
 
The drought of the past season has limited the 
opportunities of making larval host-plant 
observations in the Lowveld. Some welcome late 
showers, however, brought to life some of the more 
common butterfly species before winter set in. 
 
Collecting plant material to feed moth larvae as part 
of the ‘caterpillar rearing challenge’ led to the 
discovery of a some butterfly larvae. Four in 
particular provided some new life history data or 
further confirmation of such data. 
 
OBSERVATIONS 
 
Male Hypolimnus missipus Linnaeus, 1764 adults 
have been seen on the wing in the garden, which has 
fairly natural vegetation. The females were not so 
readily observed as a result of the large numbers of 
Danaus chrysippus Linnaeus, 1758 which frequent 
the area.  
 
During a field trip to find food for some moth larvae, 
a number of larvae were spotted at the base of some 
plants along a pathway. On closer inspection they 
were recognised as the larvae of H. missipus.  The 
fleshy larval host plant was not known, but on 
consulting reference books, it was identified as the 
cosmopolitan weed Portulaca oleracea L. 
 
22 larvae were collected for rearing purposes, with 
the aim of releasing most if successfully bred. That 
evening more food was required to feed the ravenous 
hoard in the container. Heading out with a flashlight 
to the source of larval host plant material once again 
brought further observations. 
 
At the H. missipus site a further six larvae were 
found feeding on the P. oleracea plants. These were 
left to continue their life cycle in situ. 
 
The concentration of larvae at the site was probably 
not to be unexpected but still raised some curiosity. 
The area was no more than a square metre and 

contained some 31 seperate P. oleracea plants. In 
total 28 larvae were present on this small group of 
larval host-plants. 
 
Some larvae were noted feeding on seedlings of 
another type of herbaceous plant. Knowing that this 
plant is of the Justicia genus it was assumed that the 
larvae were one of the Junonia species. Closer 
inspection confirmed this. Some were collected but 
once back at the laboratory, it was noted that some 
of the larvae were in fact H. missipus. 
 

The larval host-plant in question was known to be 
Justicia protracta (Nees) T. Anderson subsp. 
rhodesiana (S. Moore) Immelman (Fig. 1). Various 
sources of literature [Kroon (1999), Otto (2014), 
Woodhall (2006) and Williams (2015)] were 
consulted to determine if this species had previously 
been recorded as a larval host-plant. According to 
Otto (2014) the genus Justicia are known larval host-
plants as recorded by Savastopula (1973) in Kenya 
and Kielland (1990) in Tanzania. These authors do 
not give a particular species of Justicia as a larval 
host-plant.  
 

 
 
Figure 1 – Hypolimnus missipus larva and pupa on larval 
host plant Justicia protracta ssp. rhodesiana. 
 
Earlier in the season, at the Tshukudu Game Reserve, 
while searching for Coeliades larvae on Triaspis 
glaucophylla Engl. with David Sussens, a ranger at 
the bush camp, a lycaenid larva was found feeding 
on the T. glaucophylla flowers (Fig. 2) 
 
The larva was reared through to its final stages and 
pupated successfully. Surprisingly, a Leptotes adult 
eclosed from the pupa (Fig. 2). All the necessary 
photographs were taken and the adult released. 
Unfortunately the author did not keep the specimen 
for genitalic dissection to determine the species. The 
bush where the larvae were originally found has 
since been visited on numerous occasions but to date 
no trace of another Lycaenid larva!
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All the sources quoted above were once again 
consulted, but no reference could be found giving 
T. glaucophylla as a Leptotes sp. larval host-plant. 
 

 
 
Figure 2 – Leptotes sp. larva feeding on Triaspis 
glaucophylla flowers and the emerged imago. 
 
The third observation has more of a story to it and 
althoug it is not a new record, it is one of note for the 
area. In February 2010, during a visit to Tanda Tula 
Lodge, Timbavati Private Nature Reserve, a 
Phyrriades anchises anchises Gerstaecker, 1871 was 
photographed ovipositing on T. glaucophylla. This 
initiated the discovery of Coeliades lorenzo Evans, 
1946 breeding in the Mpumalanga Lowveld (Sharp, 
2011). 
 
Since this time the search has been ongoing for the 
elusive P. a. anchises – specifically on 
T. glaucophylla. The Coetzers visited the Lowveld in 
May 2015 and were escorted to Tanda Tula 
specifically to look for this species. Not even a 
decent larval host-plant example was evident due to 
the prevailing dry period. 
 
In April 2016 David found a Hesperid larva on this 
host-plant at Tshukudu and followed it up with 
another a week later. The first thought was that it was 
probably the more common Coeliades forestan 
forestan Stoll, 1782, but the larva was reared anyway 
and the attractive chrysalis was formed after some 
days. 
 
The daily routine of checking containers for any 
adult moths or butterflies brought a surprise when a 
beautiful butterfly specimen was noted in a tank. 
Closer inspection indicated that it was P. a. anchises 
but the ‘old man eyes’ had to first be employed to 
confirm the identification (Fig. 3). 
 

  
 
Figure 3 – P. a. anchises larva on Triaspis glaucophylla 
and recently emerged imago. 
 
The final larval host-plant observation recorded is 
for the common Junonia hierta cebrene Trimen, 
1870.

On a visit to the Manyeleti Game Reserve during 
April 2016, moth larvae searches formed part of the 
activities. Numerous larvae were collected and one 
was noted as being a Nymphalid species (Fig. 4). As 
procedure dictated, plant material was collected for 
feeding and identification purposes. On closer 
inspection the plant was identified as belonging to 
the Crabbea genus. The same plant had previously 
been collected as a larval host plant for one of the 
reared moth species and submitted to John 
Rushworth for identification. 
 

 
 
Figure 4 – Larva and chrysalis of Junonia hierta cebrene 
on a new larval host plant, Crabbea angustifolia. 
 
The species was provisionally identified as 
C. angustifolia Nees, but could not be confirmed 
with certainty. However, this genus had not 
previously been recorded as a J. h. cebrene larval 
host-plant according to sources consulted as above. 
 
The above observations once again highlight the fact 
that there is still much to be learnt about life histories 
of Lepidoptera, even for well-known butterfly 
groups. 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 
Once again the assistance of John Rushworth in 
identifying the larval host-plants is gratefully 
acknowledged. The sharp eyes of David Sussens 
have also contributed greatly gathering the above 
information. 
 
LITERATURE CITED 
 
KROON, D.M. 1999. Lepidoptera of Southern 

Africa: Host-plants and other associations. 
Lepidopterists’ Society of Africa, Jukskei Park, 
South Africa. 

OTTO, H.H.H. 2014. Butterflies of the Kruger 
National Park and surrounds. Herbert Otto, 
Barberton, South Africa. 

SHARP, I.C. 2011. Confirmation of the presence 
of Coeliades lorenzo in the Mpumalanga Lowveld. 
Metamorphosis 22(1): 22–24. 

WOODHALL, S.E. 2006. Field guide to Butterflies 
of South Africa. Struik Publishers, Cape Town. 

WILLIAMS, M.C. 2014. Afrotropical Butterflies. 
http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/?p=articles&s=
atb. 

http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/?p=articles&s=atb
http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/?p=articles&s=atb

